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9 July 2021  

 

Dear members of the St Mary’s DSG community 
 

Joyce Meyer writes the following: “The apostle Paul tells us in Romans 8:28 that all things work together 

for good. Notice Paul doesn’t say that all things are good, but that all things work together for good.” 

 

At the moment in our country, Covid causes many things not to be good……families, hospitals, businesses 

etc are taking a huge amount of strain. Also here in our own community, we feel the effects of this 

dreaded virus in our families and homes. Our sincerest condolences go to the members in our community  

who have lost loved ones during this time and those who are worried about family members in hospitals. 

We are also thinking of Mrs Howard who lost her mother this past week and we pray that God will provide 

her and many others with the necessary strength during this time. Let us cling to the promise in God’s 

Word, that all things work together for good, even if our experience is different at any given time. 

 

Senior School Academics 

We are proud of our learners and teachers who worked hard this past week, continuing with online 

lessons, and preparing for examinations starting next week.  We spelled out the purpose of examinations 

to the girls during Monday’s assembly: an opportunity to test learning; a means of motivation to make 

the material your own; a means of identifying not only the important but also the weaknesses to work 

on; a means to help us think critically; and a means of accreditation. 

 

Accreditation adds value if it is of good quality. As a school we are committed to provide an accreditation 

of excellence. The quality, value and integrity of our examinations are hugely reliant on the honesty and 

integrity of our learners. Therefore, we are expecting each of our learners to commit to the following 

during this time of feedback, whether online or onsite: 

* to making an honest and dutiful attempt during the assessment;  

* to act ethically.  

* to only use the allowed time to complete the assessment;  

* to not start writing during reading time and not continue writing during the 10 minutes of grace 

time allowed for the uploading of the answer;  

* to not access the internet or any electronic database during the assessment, except for the 

sources provided in the assessment; 

* to not access any textbooks or notes during the assessment; 

* to have no contact with any other individual during the assessment;   

* to not discuss the content of the assessment, or the answers submitted, with any other candidate 

until results for the assessment are released. 
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Please check with your daughters whether they have submitted this promise to their 

tutor, preventing her results from becoming null and void. 

 
 Please note the following arrangements for next week: 

 

• The Grade 8 and 9 girls will write online the whole of next week. 

• The Grade 12s will be taught online, the whole of next week. 

• The Grade 10 and 11s will write online Monday and Tuesday but will come and write onsite 
(most of them) from Wednesday (14 July) onwards. 

• All Gr 8-11 girls (except those with arrangements) will write onsite from Monday 19 July. 

• Matrics will be taught onsite from Monday 19 July. 

• Learners were given permission to wear their school tracksuits when they come to school. 

 
Vaccination rollout: 

Most days this week, various members of staff have been off campus to receive the Covid-19 vaccination, 

and we thank parents and girls for accommodating this process in the academic programme. Many staff 

members have now been vaccinated and those who did not receive the vaccination this week will be given 

the opportunity in the upcoming weeks. Our grateful thanks to Ms Tarina Boucher, the Admin Manager, 

for ensuring that as many staff members as possible had the opportunity to receive the vaccination. 

 

With best wishes for a wonderful weekend and a great week ahead! 
 
  
Mrs Jomari 
Vice-Principal: Academics 


